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antigone comprehension questions answers

Understanding Sophocles? Antigone requires a thorough grasp of its themes, characters, and plot
intricacies. To aid students and readers in comprehending this classic Greek tragedy, this article
provides detailed Antigone comprehension questions answers that cover key aspects of the play.
Whether you're preparing for exams, studying for a class discussion, or seeking a deeper
appreciation of the work, this comprehensive guide will help clarify the essential elements of
Antigone.

Overview of Antigone

Antigone, written by Sophocles around 441 BCE, is part of the Theban Plays trilogy. The story
revolves around the conflict between individual morality and state law, highlighting themes of loyalty,
pride, and justice. The play centers on Antigone?s defiance of King Creon?s edict to bury her
brother Polynices, who is deemed a traitor.

Common Antigone Comprehension Questions and Answers

This section addresses typical questions posed by students and readers, providing clear and
concise answers to facilitate understanding.

1. Who are the main characters in Antigone?

Answer:

- Antigone: The protagonist who defies Creon?s law to bury her brother.

- Creon: The king of Thebes, who enforces state laws over personal morals.

- Ismene: Antigone?s sister, who initially refuses to help her but later regrets her decision.
- Haemon: Creon?s son and Antigone?s fiancé, who advocates for Antigone.

- Tiresias: The blind prophet who warns Creon about his stubbornness.

- Eurydice: Creon?s wife, who commits suicide after the death of her son.

2. What is the central conflict in Antigone?
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Answer:

The central conflict is between Antigone?s moral obligation to bury her brother Polynices and
Creon?s edict that Polynices should remain unburied as a traitor. This clash highlights the tension
between personal conscience and civic duty, and between divine law and human law.

3. Why does Creon refuse to allow Polynices to be buried?

Answer:

Creon considers Polynices a traitor for attacking Thebes and believes that allowing his burial would
undermine his authority and the stability of the state. He states that laws must be upheld to maintain
order, and thus, he decrees that Polynices? body remain unburied.

4. How does Antigone justify her actions for burying Polynices?

Answer:

Antigone believes divine law supersedes human law. She argues that her religious duty to bury her
brother and honor the gods? commandments is more important than obeying Creon?s edict. She
sees her act as an expression of familial loyalty and moral righteousness.

5. What are the consequences faced by Antigone for her defiance?

Answer:

Antigone is arrested, sentenced to be entombed alive in a cave, and eventually dies by hanging

herself. Her death sets off a chain of tragic events, including the suicide of Haemon and Eurydice,
leading to Creon?s profound grief and realization of his mistakes.

Deeper Analysis: Themes and Moral Questions

This section explores the complex themes and moral dilemmas presented in Antigone through
comprehension questions.

6. What themes are predominant in Antigone?
Answer:

Key themes include:
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- Conflict between divine law and human law: Antigone follows divine commandments, while
Creon enforces state laws.

- Loyalty and family duty: Antigone prioritizes family ties over civic obedience.

- Pride and stubbornness: Both Creon and Antigone exhibit hubris, leading to tragedy.

- Justice and morality: The play examines what constitutes true justice.

- Fate and free will: The gods? influence versus human choices.

7. How does Sophocles portray tragic heroism in Antigone?

Answer:

Antigone exemplifies tragic heroism through her unwavering commitment to moral principles despite
knowing the risks. Her steadfastness and moral integrity evoke sympathy, even as her actions lead
to her downfall. Creon also embodies tragic flaws?excessive pride and inflexibility?that precipitate
his suffering.

8. What moral questions does Antigone raise?

Answer:

- Is it more important to obey the state or divine law?

- Can personal morality justify defying authority?

- How does pride contribute to tragedy?

- Should rulers be flexible or rigid in enforcing laws?

- What is the role of loyalty and family duty in moral decision-making?

Analysis of Key Passages and Their Significance

Understanding significant passages enhances comprehension of the play?s themes and character
motivations.

9. Antigone?s Defense of Her Actions (Scene 2)

Question: Why does Antigone insist that she must bury Polynices herself?

Answer:

Antigone states that she is acting according to divine law, which mandates honoring the dead and

respecting family bonds. She believes that human laws, like Creon?s edict, are inferior to the gods?
commandments. Her declaration underscores her moral conviction and willingness to face death for
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justice.

10. Creon?s Stubbornness (Scene 3)

Question: How does Creon justify his refusal to bury Polynices?

Answer:

Creon emphasizes the importance of law, order, and stability. He argues that allowing traitors to be
honored undermines his authority and endangers the state. His belief in the necessity of strict
obedience reflects his pride and desire for control.

11. The Role of Tiresias? Prophecy

Question: What warning does Tiresias give to Creon, and how does it impact the plot?

Answer:

Tiresias warns Creon that his stubbornness and refusal to bury Polynices have angered the gods,

leading to dire consequences. He predicts that Creon will face divine punishment, which ultimately
prompts Creon to attempt to reverse his decisions, but too late, as tragedy has already unfolded.

Educational Strategies for Comprehension

To maximize understanding of Antigone, students should employ various study techniques.

12. Tips for Answering Comprehension Questions Effectively

- Read the play thoroughly: Pay attention to character motivations and themes.

- Identify key quotes: Use textual evidence to support answers.

- Understand character development: Trace how characters evolve through the play.
- Connect themes to modern issues: Relate moral dilemmas to contemporary society.
- Practice summarizing scenes: This enhances retention and comprehension.

13. Sample Practice Questions
- Describe the moral dilemma faced by Antigone.

- Discuss how pride influences the decisions of Creon and Antigone.
- Explain the significance of Tiresias? prophecy in the play.
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- Analyze the role of family loyalty versus civic duty.

Conclusion: Mastering Antigone Comprehension Questions

Mastering Antigone comprehension questions and answers involves understanding the play?s
characters, themes, and moral questions. By engaging with the detailed responses and analyzing
key passages, readers can develop a nuanced appreciation of Sophocles? tragedy. Remember that
the play?s enduring relevance lies in its exploration of universal human conflicts?between law and
morality, pride and humility, fate and free will. Use this guide to deepen your understanding and
excel in your studies of Antigone.

Meta Description:

Discover comprehensive Antigone comprehension questions answers to enhance your
understanding of Sophocles? classic tragedy. Explore character analysis, themes, key passages,
and study tips in this detailed guide.

Antigone Comprehension Questions Answers: A Deep Dive into the Classic Tragedy

Understanding Sophocles? Antigone requires more than just reading the text; it demands a nuanced
comprehension of its themes, characters, and moral dilemmas. For students, educators, and
literature enthusiasts alike, mastering Antigone comprehension questions and their answers is
essential for a thorough grasp of this timeless tragedy. This article aims to provide an in-depth
exploration of common comprehension questions related to Antigone, offering detailed answers and
insights that deepen understanding of the play?s complex layers.

Introduction to Antigone and Its Significance

Antigone is one of the three Theban Plays written by Sophocles, and it stands as a powerful
exploration of morality, loyalty, and civil disobedience. The play centers around the conflict between
Antigone, the daughter of Oedipus, and King Creon, the ruler of Thebes, over the burial rites of
Polynices, who has been declared a traitor.

Understanding the core questions about Antigone involves examining its plot, characters, themes,

and the moral questions it raises. To facilitate this, comprehension questions often target these
aspects, encouraging readers to analyze and interpret the play critically.

Common Antigone Comprehension Questions and Their Answers

1. Who are the main characters in Antigone, and what are their roles?
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Answer:

The primary characters in Antigone include:

- Antigone: The protagonist; a brave and principled young woman who defies Creon?s edict to
ensure her brother Polynices receives a proper burial.

- Creon: The king of Thebes; represents authority, law, and order, but also stubbornness and
pride.

- Ismene: Antigone?s sister; initially hesitant and fearful but ultimately supportive.

- Haemon: Creon?s son and Antigone?s fiancé; a voice of reason and compassion.

- Tiresias: The blind prophet who warns Creon of divine punishment.

- Eurydice: Creon?s wife; her tragic death underscores the play?s themes of suffering and
consequence.

- Polyneices and Eteocles: The brothers whose conflict and death set the play?s events in
motion.

Understanding these characters? roles helps clarify the play?s moral and political conflicts.

2. What is the central conflict in Antigone?

Answer:

The central conflict revolves around the clash between civil law and religious/moral duty. Creon
decrees that Polynices? body shall remain unburied because he considers him a traitor. Antigone
defies this order, believing that divine law and familial loyalty demand she bury her brother,
regardless of Creon?s edict. This creates a tragic dilemma: obedience to state law versus personal

and divine morality.

This conflict embodies the play?s overarching themes of authority, individual conscience, and the
consequences of moral choices.

3. Why does Creon refuse to bury Polynices, and what are his reasons?
Answer:
Creon refuses to bury Polynices because he considers him a traitor who fought against Thebes in

the war. His reasons include:

- Maintenance of order and authority: Creon believes that allowing Polynices to remain unburied
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will set a precedent encouraging lawlessness.

- Political stability: As king, he prioritizes the strength and unity of the state over individual family
loyalties.

- Justice and loyalty to Thebes: Creon perceives his edict as a necessary measure to punish
treason and uphold justice.

Creon?s stance reflects his belief in the supremacy of civic duty and law, which ultimately leads to
tragic consequences.

4. How does Antigone justify her decision to bury Polynices?
Answer:
Antigone justifies her actions on the grounds of divine law, which she considers higher than human

law. She believes that:

- The gods? laws demand that all deceased be given proper burial rites.
- Family loyalty and personal morality override Creon?s edict.
- She has a moral duty to honor her brother and ensure his soul finds peace.

Antigone?s unwavering stance highlights her commitment to divine justice and her moral integrity,
even in the face of death.

5. What are the consequences of Creon?s inflexibility?

Answer:

Creon?s stubbornness leads to several tragic outcomes:
- The punishment and death of Antigone, who defies him.
- The suicide of Haemon, Creon?s son and Antigone?s fiancé, after discovering her death.
- The death of Eurydice, who kills herself upon learning of her son?s death.

- Creon?s realization of his hubris and the cost of his rigid adherence to law.

These consequences serve as a warning about the dangers of excessive pride and the failure to
heed divine or moral laws.

6. What role does Tiresias play in the play?
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Answer:
Tiresias, the blind prophet, acts as a moral voice warning Creon of divine displeasure. His role

entails:

- Advising Creon to bury Polynices and reconcile with Antigone.
- Foretelling the dire consequences of Creon?s stubbornness if he refuses to heed the gods? will.
- Representing divine wisdom and moral authority.

Tiresias?s warnings highlight the play?s theme of respecting divine law and the peril of ignoring
spiritual guidance.

7. How does Antigone explore the theme of pride and humility?

Answer:

The play contrasts Creon?s hubris with Antigone?s moral steadfastness. Creon?s pride blinds him
to reason, leading to tragic errors. Conversely, Antigone?s humility before divine law underscores

her moral strength. The tragic ending suggests that excessive pride, or hubris, results in downfall,
aligning with Greek tragic tradition.

Deeper Analysis of Antigone Comprehension
Understanding Themes Through Questions
Analyzing Antigone comprehension questions often involves examining the themes of:
- Law vs. Morality: When do laws conflict with personal or divine morals?
- Individual vs. State: How do personal beliefs clash with civic duties?
- Pride and Hamartia: How does hubris lead to tragedy?
- Fate and Free Will: To what extent are characters responsible for their destinies?
Sample questions may include:
- How does Antigone embody the concept of moral integrity?

- What is Creon?s tragic flaw, and how does it contribute to the play?s outcome?
- In what ways does the play critique authoritarian rule?
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Critical Thinking and Interpretation Questions

Beyond factual comprehension, these questions encourage critical engagement:

- Discuss whether Antigone?s defiance is justified or rebellious.
- Analyze Creon?s leadership style and its implications.
- Explore the role of divine law versus human law in contemporary governance.

Strategies for Answering Antigone Comprehension Questions
Effectively

- Read Actively: Annotate and note key themes, quotes, and character motivations.
- Contextualize: Connect characters? actions to the play?s themes.

- Quote Evidence: Support answers with direct quotations from the text.

- Analyze Significance: Explain why particular actions or lines are important.

- Consider Multiple Perspectives: Recognize the complexity of characters? motives.

Conclusion: Mastering Antigone Comprehension

Mastering Antigone comprehension questions and answers is crucial for a comprehensive
understanding of this profound tragedy. By dissecting characters, themes, and moral dilemmas,
readers gain insights into the timeless conflicts between law and morality, pride and humility,
individual conscience and authority. Whether preparing for exams, engaging in classroom
discussions, or simply seeking a richer appreciation of Greek tragedy, a thorough grasp of common
guestions and their detailed answers will deepen your connection to Antigone?s enduring relevance.

Remember, the true power of Antigone lies in its capacity to challenge us to reflect on our own moral
choices and the complex nature of justice. Through diligent study and thoughtful analysis, you can
unlock the enduring lessons embedded within this classic work.

Keywords: Antigone comprehension questions answers, Antigone analysis, Greek tragedy,
Sophocles, moral dilemmas, civil disobedience, tragedy themes

QuestionAnswer What is the main theme of 'Antigone’ and how is it reflected in the play? The
main theme of 'Antigone’ is the conflict between individual morality and state law. This is reflected
through Antigone's decision to bury her brother Polynices despite Creon's edict, highlighting the
struggle between personal conscience and civic duty. How does Antigone demonstrate her
commitment to her family and moral beliefs? Antigone demonstrates her commitment by defying
Creon?s orders and risking her life to perform the burial rites for Polynices, believing that divine law
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and family loyalty take precedence over human laws. What role does Creon play in the tragedy, and
what are his main character traits? Creon is the king who values order and authority, but his
stubbornness and inflexibility contribute to the tragedy. His refusal to heed others' advice and his
strict adherence to law ultimately lead to his downfall. How does the play explore the concept of
loyalty and justice? The play explores loyalty through Antigone's devotion to her family and divine
laws, and justice through the conflicting laws of Creon and the gods. It questions whether human
laws should override moral and divine laws. What is the significance of the chorus in 'Antigone'? The
chorus provides background information, comments on the action, and reflects the moral and
emotional atmosphere of the play. It also represents the voice of Theban citizens, offering insight
into societal values.

Related keywords: Antigone, comprehension questions, answers, Greek tragedy, Sophocles, play
analysis, character analysis, themes, plot summary, literary critique

Canterbury tales the prologue check answers

Canterbury Tales The Prologue Check Answers

The Canterbury Tales, written by Geoffrey Chaucer in the late 14th century, is a cornerstone of
English literature. Its Prologue introduces a diverse group of pilgrims on their journey to Canterbury,
each sharing stories that reveal their personalities, social standings, and moral values. For students
and educators alike, understanding the key themes, characters, and literary devices in the Prologue
is essential. Therefore, reviewing and checking answers related to the Canterbury Tales The
Prologue is crucial for a comprehensive grasp of the text. This article provides an in-depth overview
of common questions, themes, character analyses, and important details to help you confidently
check your answers and deepen your understanding of Chaucer?s work.

Understanding the Purpose of the Prologue
What is the main purpose of the Canterbury Tales Prologue?
The Prologue serves as an introduction to the various pilgrims and sets the stage for the storytelling

contest. Chaucer uses the Prologue to:

- Establish a vivid portrait of each character
- Comment on societal norms and class distinctions
- Showcase Chaucer?s wit and satirical tone



SELECTION TEST ANTIGONE PROLOGUE AND PARODOS ANSWERS Printable... Vol. 2026, Issue 12

- Create a framework for the tales that follow

When checking answers, ensure you recognize that the Prologue isn?t just about the characters but
also about Chaucer?s critique of medieval society.

How does Chaucer portray the pilgrims?

Chaucer presents a diverse group representing different social classes, professions, and
personalities:

- The Knight ? noble, experienced, humble

- The Parson ? virtuous, moral, spiritual

- The Wife of Bath ? worldly, experienced in love, outspoken
- The Miller ? boisterous, rough, humorous

- The Prioress ? delicate, refined, religious

When verifying answers, be sure to match each character with their traits and understand how
Chaucer uses satire to critique societal stereotypes.

Key Characters and Their Traits
Major Characters in the Prologue

The Prologue introduces twenty-nine pilgrims, but some are more prominent in discussions and
examinations:

- The Knight: honorable, brave, modest

- The Squire: youthful, energetic, passionate about love and chivalry

- The Prioress (Madame Eglantine): delicate, courtly, religious but somewhat superficial
- The Friar (Hubert): charming, manipulative, enjoys socializing

- The Wife of Bath: experienced, confident, somewhat deaf and bold

- The Parson: virtuous, humble, devout

- The Miller: loud, rude, humorous, associated with drunkenness

When checking answers, confirm that you can identify these characters and their distinctive traits, as
well as their role in Chaucer?s satire.

Character Analysis Tips for Checking Answers
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- Remember the archetype each character represents.

- Note whether Chaucer portrays them positively, negatively, or with satire.
- Understand how their traits relate to their social status.

- Recognize symbolic meanings behind their descriptions.

Themes and Literary Devices in the Prologue
Major Themes in the Canterbury Tales Prologue

The Prologue explores several themes that are vital for answering questions correctly:

- Religion and Hypocrisy: Many characters pretend to be religious, but Chaucer critiques their
sincerity.

- Social Class and Hierarchy: The diversity of characters reflects the stratification of medieval
society.

- Human Nature and Flaws: Characters exhibit virtues and vices, revealing Chaucer?s insight
into human behavior.

- Chivalry and Morality: The Knight exemplifies ideal chivalry, contrasting with other characters?
flaws.

Check answers by ensuring these themes are correctly associated with specific characters and their
behaviors.

Literary Devices Used in the Prologue
Chaucer employs various literary devices that are often tested:
- lambic Pentameter: The rhythmic pattern of the verse
- Satire: Critiquing societal norms through humor and exaggeration
- Irony: Situational and verbal irony, especially in characters? descriptions

- Characterization: Through detailed physical descriptions and speech

When checking answers, verify familiarity with these devices and their effect on the reader?s
interpretation.

Common Questions and How to Check Your Answers

Question Types You Might Encounter
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- Who is the first character introduced in the Prologue?
- What traits are associated with the Wife of Bath?
- How does Chaucer describe the Friar?
- What social commentary is made through the character of the Parson?
- Which characters are depicted as hypocritical?
Tips for Checking Your Answers
- Ensure you reference the correct character name and traits.
- Match descriptions with textual evidence from the Prologue.
- Be aware of Chaucer?s satirical tone?sometimes characters appear virtuous but are critiqued.

- Recall the order of characters introduced to verify sequence-based questions.
- Understand thematic connections to select the most accurate answer.

Sample Answer Check: Example Questions
Example 1: Who is described as a "gentleman of good manners"?
Correct Answer: The Knight

Check: Confirm that the Knight is depicted as noble, experienced, and modest, fitting the description
of a gentleman of good manners.

Example 2: What is the Wife of Bath known for?
Correct Answer: Her experience in love and her bold, outspoken nature

Check: Verify that she is depicted as confident, somewhat deaf, and well-traveled, with a focus on
her multiple marriages.

Example 3: How does Chaucer portray the Friar?
Correct Answer: As charming but morally questionable, manipulative for personal gain
Check: Ensure answers reflect Chaucer?s satirical criticism of the Friar?s greed and hypocrisy.

Conclusion: Mastering the Check Answers Process for Canterbury
Tales The Prologue

Successfully checking answers related to the Canterbury Tales The Prologue requires a thorough
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understanding of the characters, themes, and literary devices Chaucer employs. Remember to focus
on the details of each character?s traits, their social standing, and the satirical tone that Chaucer
uses to critigue medieval society. Familiarity with common questions and answers will aid in exam
preparation and deepen your appreciation of this classic literary work.

When reviewing your answers, always back them up with textual evidence and consider the broader
themes. This approach ensures a comprehensive understanding and helps you confidently navigate
guestions related to the Canterbury Tales The Prologue. Whether for academic purposes or
personal enrichment, mastering the check answers process will enhance your appreciation of
Chaucer?s brilliance and the enduring relevance of his work.

Canterbury Tales The Prologue Check Answers: A Comprehensive Guide and Analysis

The Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer is a cornerstone of English literature, offering a vivid
portrayal of medieval society through a rich tapestry of characters and stories. Among its many
sections, the Prologue stands out as a foundational piece, setting the scene and introducing the
diverse cast of pilgrims. For students and enthusiasts alike, understanding the Canterbury Tales The
Prologue check answers is essential for grasping its themes, characters, and significance. In this
guide, we will explore the key aspects of the Prologue, provide insights into common questions, and
offer tips for analyzing and appreciating this timeless work.

Understanding the Significance of the Prologue in The Canterbury Tales

The Prologue functions as an introduction to the entire collection of stories, offering a snapshot of
14th-century English society. Chaucer's masterful use of character descriptions and social
commentary allows readers to understand the diverse perspectives and classes represented. The
Prologue also serves as an opening to the pilgrimage, symbolizing a journey both literal and moral.

Key Features of the Prologue

- Character Introductions: Chaucer describes 29 pilgrims, each with distinct personalities, social
standings, and moral qualities.

- Social Commentary: The characters embody various societal roles, from the noble Knight to the
humble Plowman, highlighting the social hierarchy.

- Poetic Style: Chaucer's use of Middle English, rhyme, and iambic pentameter creates a rhythmic
and engaging narrative.

Common Questions and Answers About the Prologue
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- Who are the main characters introduced in the Prologue?

The Prologue introduces a diverse group of pilgrims, but some of the most notable include:

- The Knight: Noble, honorable, and experienced.

- The Squire: The Knight's son, youthful and romantic.

- The Prioress (Nun): Elegant, delicate, and somewhat superficial.

- The Friar: Charitable outwardly, but morally questionable.

- The Merchant: Wealthy, ambitious, and concerned with appearances.
- The Wife of Bath: Experienced in love, outspoken, and independent.
- The Parson: Virtuous, humble, and devout.

- The Pardoner: Greedy, manipulative, yet charming.

- What is the significance of the pilgrimage in the Prologue?

The pilgrimage serves as a unifying framework, bringing together characters from various social
backgrounds. It symbolizes a spiritual journey towards redemption or enlightenment. Chaucer uses
the pilgrimage as a metaphor for life's journey, filled with moral lessons, vices, virtues, and human
nature.

- How does Chaucer portray the characters?

Chaucer employs satire, humor, and realism to depict each pilgrim. Some characters are portrayed
sympathetically, while others are satirical caricatures highlighting human flaws like greed, hypocrisy,
or vanity.

- What themes are prominent in the Prologue?

- Social Class and Hierarchy: The diversity of characters reflects the stratified society.

- Moral Virtues and Vices: Characters embody various virtues and flaws.

- Human Nature: Chaucer explores universal human traits and behaviors.

- Religious Hypocrisy: Several characters, like the Pardoner and Friar, demonstrate superficial

piety.

Tips for Checking Your Answers on the Canterbury Tales Prologue
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When reviewing answers related to the Prologue, focus on understanding the core details and
thematic elements. Here are some tips:

a) Know Your Characters Well

- Memorize key traits of major characters.

- Be able to identify their social status and moral qualities.

- Recognize any symbolic meanings associated with their descriptions.
b) Understand the Literary Devices

- Chaucer?s use of satire, irony, and humor.

- The significance of rhyme scheme and poetic structure.

- How character descriptions often serve as social commentary.
c) Be Clear on Themes and Messages

- How the characters exemplify societal virtues and flaws.

- The moral lessons conveyed through their portrayals.

- The allegorical meaning behind the pilgrimage.
d) Practice Sample Questions

- Who is the most morally virtuous character? (e.g., Parson)

- Which character is a satire of greed? (e.g., Pardoner)

- What does the pilgrimage symbolize? (e.g., spiritual journey)
Sample Multiple Choice Questions and Answers
Q1: Which character is described as a ?perfect gentle knight??
A. The Friar

B. The Knight

C. The Parson



SELECTION TEST ANTIGONE PROLOGUE AND PARODOS ANSWERS Printable...

D. The Merchant

Answer: B. The Knight

Q2: The Wife of Bath is known for her:
A. Humility and charity

B. Experience in love and independence
C. Religious devotion

D. Wealth and greed

Answer: B. Experience in love and independence
Q3: The Pardoner is criticized for:

A. His humility

B. His greed and hypocrisy

C. His lack of education

D. His physical appearance

Answer: B. His greed and hypocrisy

Analyzing the Characters and Their Social Roles

Vol. 2026, Issue 12

The Prologue is not just a list of characters; it?s a social mirror. Chaucer?s descriptions reveal much

about medieval society's values and contradictions.

The Noble Characters

- Knight: Represents chivalry and honor, embodying the ideal medieval knight.
- Parson: Embodies virtue, humility, and piety, contrasting with more corrupt clergy.

The Middle-Class Characters
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- Merchant: Symbolizes commerce and social mobility.
- Wife of Bath: Challenges traditional gender roles, advocating for female independence.

The Lower-Class Characters
- Plowman: Honest, hardworking, exemplifying virtue in labor.
- Miller: Crude and brash, representing the common working class.
The Religious Figures
- Prioress: Ostentatious but superficial in her religious display.
- Friar: Charitable outwardly, but morally questionable.
The Role of Humor and Satire in the Prologue
Chaucer employs humor to critique societal norms:
- The Friar is portrayed as a hypocrite, feigning piety but engaging in questionable activities.
- The Parson is the moral ideal, contrasting with more corrupt clergy.
- The Wife of Bath challenges gender stereotypes with her outspoken nature.
Understanding these satirical elements helps in appreciating Chaucer?s critique of medieval society.
Final Thoughts: Preparing for a Canterbury Tales Prologue Check
To excel in answering questions about the Prologue, consider the following strategies:
- Read carefully: Focus on descriptions and their implications.
- Memorize character traits: Know who is who and what they represent.
- Understand themes: Recognize how characters embody larger societal issues.
- Practice past questions: Familiarize yourself with common exam questions and answers.
- Engage with the text: Think critically about Chaucer?s intentions and social commentary.
The Canterbury Tales The Prologue check answers are more meaningful when accompanied by a
deep understanding of the characters, themes, and Chaucer?s literary techniques. Use this guide as

a foundation to deepen your appreciation of this literary masterpiece and to confidently navigate
questions about its Prologue.
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Remember: The Prologue is not just an introduction; it?s a mirror to human nature and medieval
society?timeless themes that continue to resonate today.

QuestionAnswer What is the main purpose of 'The Canterbury Tales' Prologue? The main
purpose of the Prologue is to introduce the pilgrims, their personalities, social classes, and the
setting of the pilgrimage to Canterbury. How does Chaucer portray the different social classes in the
Prologue? Chaucer vividly depicts a range of social classes, from the noble Knight to the humble
Plowman, highlighting their virtues and flaws to provide a satirical view of medieval society. What
are some common themes explored in 'The Canterbury Tales' Prologue? Common themes include
social satire, religion, morality, human nature, and the diversity of medieval society. How can | check
my answers for 'The Canterbury Tales' Prologue comprehension questions? You can compare your
answers with trusted study guides, annotated editions of the text, or educational websites that
provide summaries and analyses of the Prologue. What is the significance of the pilgrims?
descriptions in the Prologue? The descriptions reveal their personalities, social status, and moral
gualities, often highlighting their virtues and vices, which serve to criticize or praise certain
behaviors. Are there any online resources to help check answers about 'The Canterbury Tales'
Prologue? Yes, websites like SparkNotes, CliffsNotes, and educational platforms offer summaries,
quizzes, and answer keys to help check your understanding. What should | focus on when checking
answers about the themes in the Prologue? Focus on understanding how Chaucer uses character
descriptions and satire to explore themes like social class, religion, morality, and human nature.

Related keywords: Canterbury Tales, The Prologue, Geoffrey Chaucer, medieval literature,

character analysis, literary themes, storytelling, Chaucer's characters, narrative analysis, exam
answers

Read the full article online: canterbury tales the prologue check answers

Tragedies les troyennes iphigenie en tauride elec

tragedies les troyennes iphigenie en tauride elec are some of the most profound and enduring
works in classical literature and theater. These tragedies, rooted in Greek mythology, explore
themes of fate, revenge, divine intervention, and human suffering. Among the most renowned of
these are "Les Troyennes," "Iphigénie en Tauride," and "Electre," each offering a unique perspective
on tragedy and the human condition. Understanding these plays provides insight into ancient Greek
culture and the timeless nature of tragedy as a genre.

Les Tragédies Classiques de la Gréce Antique
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Origines et Importance

Les tragédies grecques ont émergeé au Véme siecle avant J.-C., principalement dans le contexte
des festivals en [?honneur de Dionysos. Ces ?uvres étaient destinées a explorer les grandes
guestions existentielles et morales, souvent en mettant en scéne des héros mythologiques
confrontés a des dilemmes insurmontables. Parmi ces tragédies, "Les Troyennes," "Iphigénie en
Tauride," et "Electre” occupent une place centrale.

Les Themes Récurrents

Les tragédies grecques abordent des themes tels que :

- Le destin et la fatalité

- La justice divine vs. la justice humaine
- Le conflit familial et la vengeance

- La culpabilité et la rédemption

- La souffrance et la mort

Ces themes restent pertinents a travers les siecles, expliquant la longévité et la popularité de ces
?uvres.

Les Tragédies de Sophocle : Les Troyennes, Iphigénie en Tauride et
Electre

Les Troyennes : La Souffrance des Femmes de Troie

“Les Troyennes" de Euripide, souvent attribuées & Sophocle dans certaines traditions, racontent le
destin des femmes troyennes apres la chute de leur ville. Ces héroines, abandonnées ou réduites
en esclavage, expriment la douleur collective et individuelle face a la guerre, la perte, et l'injustice
divine.

- Theme central : la douleur collective des femmes face a la guerre
- Personnages principaux : Hécube, Cassandre, Andromaque
- Message : la cruauté de la guerre et l'injustice divine

Ce spectacle bouleversant met en lumiere le prix humain de la guerre et I?impuissance des
humains face au destin.

Iphigénie en Tauride : La Sacrifice et la Quéte de Rédemption
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"Iphigénie en Tauride," écrite par Euripide, raconte la fuite d'Iphigénie, qui a été sacrifiée par son
pére Agamemnon pour assurer la victoire grecque sur Troie. Eloignée de ses proches, elle se
retrouve en exil en Tauride, ou elle doit faire face a des épreuves et a la vengeance divine.

- Theme central : le sacrifice personnel et la recherche de justice
- Personnages clés : Iphigénie, Oreste, Apollon
- Message : la complexité du devoir et la rédemption par la justice divine

Ce drame explore la tension entre le devoir familial et la moralité, tout en illustrant la puissance des
dieux dans le destin humain.

Electre : La Vengeance Familiale
"Electre," également attribuée a Euripide ou Sophocle, met en scéne la vendetta d?Electre contre

sa meére Clytemnestre et son frere Oreste, pour venger le meurtre d?Agamemnon. La piece
examine la violence familiale, la justice et la rétribution.

- Theme central : la vengeance et la justice
- Personnages principaux : Electre, Oreste, Clytemnestre
- Message : la complexité morale de la vengeance et le cycle de la violence

"Electre" est une méditation sur la justice divine versus la justice humaine et la tragédie de la
famille.

Analyse Thématique des Tragédies

Le Destin et la Fatalité

Dans toutes ces ?uvres, le destin occupe une place cruciale. Les personnages sont souvent
contraints d?accepter leur réle dans un ordre divin ou inévitable. La fatalité conduit souvent a la
catastrophe, illustrant la conception grecque du destin comme pouvoir supérieur.

La Justice Divine vs. Justice Humaine

Les tragédies questionnent la Iégitimité de la justice divine et ses décrets, souvent
incompréhensibles ou cruels, par rapport a la moralité humaine. La tension entre ces deux notions

alimente souvent le conflit central de I?intrigue.

Le Conflit Familial et la Vengeance
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Les relations familiales sont au c?ur de ces tragédies, ou la vengeance devient un moteur principal.
La quéte de justice ou de réparation engendre souvent la destruction de la famille, illustrant la
complexité morale de ces actes.

Le Style et la Structure des Tragedies

Les Caractéristiques Formelles

Les tragédies classiques suivent une structure rigoureuse :
- Prologue : introduction du probléme
- Parodos : entrée du choir ou du groupe de personnages
- Episodes : scénes principales
- Stasimon : ch?urs qui commentent |?action

- Exodos : conclusion et dénouement

Les dialogues sont souvent lyriques, avec une utilisation intensive du ch?ur, qui renforce
I?atmosphere dramatique.

Les Langages et Symboles
Les auteurs utilisent un langage poétique, symbolique et souvent métaphorique pour exprimer la

grandeur et la tragédie des personnages. La lumiére, |?obscurité, la voix divine, et d?autres
symboles renforcent la dimension mystique de ces ?uvres.

Impact et Héritage des Tragédies

Influence sur la Littérature et le Théatre

Les tragédies grecques ont fagconné la narration dramatique occidentale. Des ?uvres modernes,
comme celles de Sophocle, Euripide, ou encore Racine et Shakespeare, s?inspirent de ces théemes

et structures pour créer leurs propres tragédies.

Leurs Messages Universels
Les themes abordés dans "Les Troyennes," "Iphigénie en Tauride," et "Electre" restent d?actualité,

car ils touchent a la condition humaine, a la justice, au destin, et a la souffrance. Ces ?uvres
encouragent la réflexion sur la moralité, la responsabilité, et la fatalité.

Conclusion
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Les tragédies "Les Troyennes," "Iphigénie en Tauride," et "Electre" illustrent la profondeur de la
culture grecque antique et sa compréehension complexe de la condition humaine. Leur exploration
du destin, de la justice et de la famille continue d?inspirer et de provoquer la réflexion dans le
monde moderne. En comprenant ces ?uvres, nous découvrons non seulement I?histoire de mythes
anciens, mais aussi les questions éternelles qui demeurent au c?ur de la tragédie humaine. Ces
pieces restent essentielles dans le patrimoine culturel mondial, témoignant de la puissance du
théatre comme miroir de la vie, de la mort, et de la moralité.

Tragedies Les Troyennes, Iphigénie en Tauride, Electre: An In-Depth Exploration of Classic Greek
Dramas

The world of classical Greek tragedy is rich with stories that have endured for millennia, exploring
themes of fate, justice, revenge, and human suffering. Among the most significant and influential
works are Les Troyennes, Iphigénie en Tauride, and Electre. These tragedies, penned by some of
the most renowned playwrights of antiquity, continue to resonate today, inspiring adaptations,
scholarly analysis, and theatrical productions worldwide. This article offers a comprehensive guide
to these foundational texts, examining their themes, historical context, dramaturgy, and lasting
legacy.

Introduction to the Tragedies
The Significance of Greek Tragedies

Greek tragedies serve as profound reflections on the human condition. They are characterized by
their exploration of moral dilemmas, complex characters, and the interplay of divine and human
forces. The three tragedies under focus?Les Troyennes, Iphigénie en Tauride, and Electre?are
exemplary of the genre's capacity to evoke empathy and provoke philosophical questions.

Overview of the Works

- Les Troyennes (The Women of Troy): A tragedy by Euripides that depicts the suffering of Trojan
women after the fall of Troy.

- Iphigénie en Tauride (Iphigenia in Tauris): A tragedy by Euripides revolving around Iphigenia?s
fate and her encounter with her brother Orestes.

- Electre (Electra): A tragedy by Sophocles (or later adaptations by Euripides and others),
focusing on Electra?s quest for justice for her father Agamemnon.

Les Troyennes: The Voice of Suffering

Context and Background



SELECTION TEST ANTIGONE PROLOGUE AND PARODOS ANSWERS Printable... Vol. 2026, Issue 12

Les Troyennes was written around 415 BCE, during a period when Athens was embroiled in the
Peloponnesian War. The play dramatizes the aftermath of Troy?s fall, focusing on the Trojan
women?s plight as they are taken captive by the Greeks. Euripides emphasizes themes of grief,
injustice, and the human cost of war.

Key Themes and Messages

- Women's Suffering and Resilience: The Trojan women symbolize innocent victims of war.

- The Horrors of War: The play criticizes the brutality and inhumanity of conflict.

- Divine Justice and Human Suffering: The gods? roles and the question of divine justice are
subtly examined.

Dramatic Structure and Characters
- Chorus of Trojan Women: Represents collective grief and resilience.
- Hecuba: The former queen, embodying suffering and dignity.
- Andromache: Wife of Hector, showcasing maternal grief.
- Cassandra: The prophetess, foretelling doom.
- Talthybius and Odysseus: Greek messengers, illustrating the cruelty of conquerors.

Lasting Impact

Les Troyennes remains a powerful anti-war statement, emphasizing empathy for victims and
critiquing the costs of conflict. Its themes are universal and continue to be relevant in contemporary
discourse.

Iphigénie en Tauride: The Search for Justice and Identity

Context and Background

Written by Euripides in the late 5th century BCE, Iphigénie en Tauride explores themes of exile,
divine intervention, and reconciliation. The play follows Iphigénie, who was sacrificed by her father
Agamemnon but is later rescued and finds herself in exile in the land of Tauris.

Plot Summary

- Orestes and Pylades arrive in Tauris to retrieve a sacred image.
- Iphigénie, now a priestess of Artemis, is tasked with sacrificing foreigners, including Orestes.
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- The reunion of Iphigénie with her brother Orestes leads to a resolution, highlighting themes of
family, justice, and divine will.

Major Themes
- Divine Justice and Human Agency: The gods? will versus human morality.
- Reconciliation and Redemption: The reunion of siblings signifies hope and moral resolution.
- Identity and Destiny: Iphigénie?s struggle to find her place.
Dramatic Techniques
- Use of suspense and dramatic irony, as characters are unaware of their relationships.
- Strong chorus representing divine authority and societal norms.

Cultural Impact

Iphigénie en Tauride is notable for its complex characters and philosophical depth, influencing later
tragedies and inspiring adaptations in various art forms.

Electre: Justice and Revenge
Context and Background

Electre has multiple versions, with the most renowned being by Sophocles and Euripides. It delves
into themes of revenge for the murder of Agamemnon and the moral dilemmas therein.

Synopsis of the Play

- Electra yearns for justice against her mother Clytemnestra and her lover Aegisthus.

- She is consumed by her desire for revenge and justice.

- The play explores the psychological torment of Electra and her eventual reconciliation with her
brother Orestes.
Central Themes

- Revenge and Justice: The moral complexity of vengeance.
- Familial Loyalty and Betrayal: The breakdown of family bonds.
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- Psychological Suffering: Electra?s internal conflict.
Dramatic Elements
- Intense monologues and dialogues that reveal inner turmoil.
- Use of chorus to reflect societal norms and emotional states.
Legacy and Influence

Electre has inspired countless adaptations, including operas by Richard Strauss and Hugo von
Hofmannsthal, and remains a cornerstone in discussions on justice and morality in tragedy.

Comparing and Contrasting the Three Tragedies
Common Themes
- The destructive power of revenge.
- The suffering of innocents in war and family conflicts.
- The influence of divine forces on human fate.
- The quest for justice and moral resolution.
Divergent Focus
| Tragedy | Focus | Main Characters | Central Message |
R
| Les Troyennes | War and victimization | Trojan women | War?s human cost |
| Iphigénie en Tauride | Divine justice and family | Iphigénie, Orestes | Reconciliation and divine will |
| Electre | Revenge and morality | Electra, Clytemnestra, Orestes | Justice versus moral ambiguity |
Dramatic Style and Tone
- Les Troyennes: Emotive chorus, focus on collective suffering.

- Iphigénie en Tauride: Heroic and philosophical, with complex character development.
- Electre: Psychological intensity, monologues, and dialogues reflecting inner conflict.
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Legacy and Relevance Today

These tragedies continue to influence modern literature, theatre, and philosophy. Their exploration
of universal themes such as justice, war, family, and divine intervention makes them timeless.
Contemporary adaptations often reinterpret these stories to comment on current social issues,
demonstrating their enduring relevance.

Modern Adaptations and Interpretations

- Theatre productions worldwide reimagining Greek tragedies in contemporary settings.
- Literary works drawing inspiration from themes of revenge and justice.
- Philosophical debates on morality inspired by these plays.

Final Thoughts

The study of Les Troyennes, Iphigénie en Tauride, and Electre offers profound insights into human
nature and societal values. Their enduring power lies in their ability to evoke empathy, challenge
moral assumptions, and explore the complexities of human suffering. Whether viewed through a
historical lens or as contemporary allegories, these tragedies remain vital components of the
Western cultural and literary canon.

Understanding these masterpieces not only enriches our appreciation of ancient Greek theatre but
also provides valuable perspectives on enduring human dilemmas.

QuestionAnswer What are the main themes explored in ‘Les Troyennes' by Euripides? 'Les
Troyennes' explores themes of grief, suffering, the horrors of war, and the fate of women after the
fall of Troy, highlighting human suffering and the consequences of conflict. How does Euripides'
'Iphigénie en Tauride' depict the character's internal conflict? 'Iphigénie en Tauride' portrays
Iphigénie's dilemma between duty and personal desire, as she grapples with her sacrifice and her
guest for justice against the backdrop of divine and human conflicts. What role does the character of
Electra play in the trilogy of tragedies including 'Les Troyennes' and 'Iphigénie en Tauride'? Electra
is a key figure representing themes of revenge and justice, often involved in narratives about familial
loyalty and the aftermath of the Trojan War, linking these tragedies through her quest for justice
against her mother Clytemnestra and her brother Orestes. Why are these tragedies considered
relevant in contemporary discussions on war and human suffering? These tragedies highlight the
human cost of war, the suffering of innocents, and the moral dilemmas faced by individuals, making
them timeless reflections on the consequences of conflict that resonate with modern audiences.
What is the significance of the motif of sacrifice in 'Iphigénie en Tauride' and how does it relate to
modern ethical debates? The motif of sacrifice in 'Iphigénie en Tauride' underscores themes of duty,
divine will, and personal loss, raising questions about the morality of sacrifice and the ethics of duty
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versus personal desire, which continue to be relevant in contemporary ethical debates.

Related keywords: guerre de Troie, Euripide, tragédie grecque, héroines mythologiques, sacrifice,
destin, vengeance, théatre antique, mythologie grecque, tragédies classiques

Read the full article online: Tragedies les troyennes iphigenie en tauride elec

Part two review questions for antigone

Part Two Review Questions for Antigone

Understanding the key themes, characters, and plot developments in Sophocles? tragedy Antigone
is essential for students and enthusiasts alike. Part Two review guestions serve as a valuable tool to
deepen comprehension, analyze critical moments, and prepare for discussions or exams. This
article offers a comprehensive guide to the most important review questions for Part Two of
Antigone, providing insights into the play?s complex themes, character motivations, and moral
dilemmas.

Overview of Part Two in Antigone

Before diving into review questions, it?s helpful to understand what occurs in Part Two of Antigone.
Typically, Part Two covers the subsequent scenes following Antigone?s initial decision to bury her
brother Polynices, her arrest, and the unfolding consequences. This section often includes Creon?s
proclamation, Antigone?s defiance, and the interactions between key characters such as Ismene,
Haemon, and the Chorus.

Key Themes Explored in Part Two

Understanding the themes introduced or emphasized in Part Two is crucial for answering review
guestions effectively. Some of the central themes include:

- The conflict between human law and divine law
- The authority and pride of leadership

- The role of fate and free will

- Moral and ethical dilemmas

- Loyalty to family versus loyalty to the state
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Common Review Questions for Part Two of Antigone

Below are some of the most frequently asked review questions for Part Two, along with explanations
to aid your understanding.

1. How does Creon justify his decision to punish Antigone?

Answer: Creon believes that his laws are necessary for the stability and order of Thebes. He justifies
punishing Antigone because she defied his edict by burying Polynices, whom he considers a traitor.
Creon views her act as an act of rebellion against state authority, and he emphasizes the
importance of obeying the law for the good of the city.

2. What is Antigone?s response to Creon?s decree, and how does her stance
reflect her character?

Answer: Antigone openly defies Creon?s edict, asserting that divine law supersedes human law.
She believes it is her moral duty to bury her brother and honor the gods? laws, even at the risk of
her life. Her unwavering stance demonstrates her sense of moral integrity, loyalty to family, and
commitment to divine justice.

3. How does the Chorus function in Part Two? What insights do they provide?

Answer: The Chorus in Part Two reflects the collective voice of Theban elders. They provide
commentary on the events, express moral and philosophical reflections, and often serve as a voice
of reason or foreshadowing. Their insights help contextualize the unfolding drama and highlight the
play?s themes.

4. Describe the character of Ismene in this part of the play. How does her
attitude toward Antigone change?

Answer: Initially, Ismene is cautious and hesitant to defy Creon?s orders, showing concern for her
own safety. However, upon learning of Antigone?s actions, she considers joining her but ultimately
refuses, fearing the consequences. Her attitude shifts from passive concern to reluctant support,
illustrating her internal conflict and the societal expectations placed on women.

5. What role does the concept of hubris play in the interactions between Creon
and Antigone?

Answer: Hubris, or excessive pride, is evident in both Creon and Antigone. Creon?s stubbornness
and belief in his infallibility lead him to refuse advice and ignore warnings, exemplifying hubris.
Antigone?s firm stance can also be seen as a form of moral pride, standing against authority. Their
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hubris ultimately contributes to their tragic downfall.
Analyzing Character Motivations in Part Two
Understanding what drives each character is key to answering review questions thoroughly.
Creon

- Seeks to uphold law and order

- Prioritizes the stability of Thebes over individual rights

- Exhibits pride and inflexibility, leading to tragic consequences
Antigone

- Motivated by divine law and familial loyalty

- Values moral righteousness over obedience to human authority

- Demonstrates courage and moral conviction
Ismene

- Initially cautious, respecting authority and societal norms

- Demonstrates concern for her family and safety

- Represents the moral dilemma faced by women in Greek society
Haemon

- Son of Creon and engaged to Antigone

- Tries to persuade Creon to show mercy
- Embodies youthful reason and temperance

Important Quotes and Their Significance in Part Two

Review questions often focus on key quotations that reveal character traits and themes. Here are
some significant quotes from Part Two:

- Creon: ?Whoever places a friend above the good of his own country is a traitor.?
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Significance: Showcases Creon?s emphasis on loyalty to the state and his authoritarian stance.
- Antigone: ?I did not think anything which you proclaimed strong enough to let a mortal override
the gods' unwritten and unalterable laws.?

Significance: Highlights Antigone?s moral conviction and her belief in divine law.

- Ismene: ?We are only women, we cannot fight with men, Antigone.?

Significance: Reflects societal gender roles and their impact on decision-making.

- Haemon: ?Do not yourself forget your own nature, and become a fool. The man who is wise is
never too proud to accept advice.?

Significance: Demonstrates Haemon?s attempt to counsel his father and his belief in humility.

Critical Thinking and Comparative Questions

To deepen understanding, review questions may ask you to compare characters or analyze the
play?s messages.

1. Compare Antigone?s and Creon?s views on law and morality. How do their
perspectives conflict?

Answer: Antigone believes divine law and moral obligation compel her to bury Polynices, regardless
of human laws. Creon, on the other hand, emphasizes the importance of adhering to state laws for
societal order. Their views conflict over whether divine or human law takes precedence, leading to
tragic consequences.

2. How does Sophocles portray the theme of pride in Part Two?

Answer: Pride is embodied in Creon?s stubbornness and refusal to heed warnings, which blinds him
to the consequences of his actions. Antigone?s unwavering morality can also be viewed as moral
pride. This hubris leads both characters towards their tragic ends, illustrating the destructive nature
of excessive pride.

3. What lessons about leadership and authority can be drawn from Creon?s
decisions in Part Two?
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Answer: Creon?s rigid enforcement of laws and refusal to listen to advice demonstrate the dangers
of authoritarian leadership rooted in pride. Wise leadership requires humility, flexibility, and
acknowledgment of moral complexity. The play warns against the perils of inflexibility and excessive
pride.

Preparing for Exams: Tips for Answering Part Two Review Questions

- Understand character motivations: Know why each character acts as they do.

- Be familiar with key quotations: Memorize and analyze significant quotes.

- Connect themes to character actions: Relate actions and decisions to larger themes.
- Practice comparing characters: Focus on similarities and differences.

- Use evidence: Support your answers with specific references from the text.

Conclusion

Review questions for Part Two of Antigone are an essential part of mastering the play?s complex
moral and thematic landscape. Whether focusing on character analysis, thematic exploration, or
critical quotations, these questions help deepen understanding and prepare students for discussions
and assessments. By engaging critically with the material, readers can appreciate the timeless
relevance of Sophocles? tragedy and its insights into human nature, authority, and morality.

Remember: Consistent practice with review questions enhances comprehension and analytical
skills, making your study of Antigone both rewarding and insightful.

Part Two Review Questions for Antigone

When studying Sophocles? Antigone, engaging with review questions is an essential step toward
deepening understanding of the play?s themes, characters, and structure. Part two review
guestions, in particular, focus on analyzing the critical elements that shape the narrative and its
moral dilemmas. These questions serve as a gateway for students to explore the complexities within
the tragedy, encouraging critical thinking, textual analysis, and appreciation for classical drama. This
article provides a comprehensive review-oriented analysis of the typical Part Two review questions
for Antigone, breaking down key themes, character motivations, and interpretive challenges to
enhance your grasp of the play.

Understanding the Central Themes of Antigone

What are the primary themes explored in Antigone, and how do review
guestions help clarify them?
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Themes in Antigone include:

- The Conflict Between State and Family Loyalty: Antigone?s duty to her family clashes with
Creon?s edict prioritizing civic order.

- Individual Moral Responsibility vs. Civil Authority: The play examines whether personal moral
duties can or should override laws enacted by the state.

- The Consequences of Pride (Hubris): Both Creon and Antigone exhibit hubris, leading to tragic
outcomes.

- The Role of Fate and the Gods: Divine law versus human law influences characters? choices
and the play?s moral fabric.

Review questions often prompt students to identify and analyze these themes, asking:
- How does Antigone embody the conflict between divine law and human law?
- In what ways does Creon demonstrate hubris, and how does it lead to tragedy?
- What does the play suggest about the importance of individual conscience versus obedience to
authority?
Pros:
- Reinforces comprehension of core themes.
- Encourages thematic analysis beyond surface-level reading.
- Facilitates connection between characters? actions and overarching messages.
Cons:
- May oversimplify complex themes if not sufficiently nuanced.
- Can lead to repetitive answers if not guided with specific prompts.
Features:
- Typically include open-ended questions for essays.

- May incorporate multiple-choice items testing understanding of thematic elements.

Character Analysis through Review Questions
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How do review questions facilitate a deeper understanding of Antigone and
Creon?

Key characters like Antigone, Creon, Ismene, Haemon, and Tiresias are central to the play?s moral
and political conflicts.

Common review questions include:
- How does Antigone?s character demonstrate moral courage?
- What motivates Creon?s stubbornness and how does it affect his decisions?
- How does Haemon?s relationship with Creon highlight generational or ideological differences?
- What role does Tiresias play in influencing Creon?s actions?
Pros:
- Clarifies character motivations and development.
- Highlights how characters embody thematic conflicts.
- Encourages textual evidence-based responses.
Cons:
- Risk of oversimplifying complex character traits.
- May overlook subtle character nuances if questions are too broad.
Features:
- Comparative questions examining similarities and differences between characters.

- Analytical prompts encouraging quotes and scene references.

Analyzing Key Scenes and Their Significance

What is the importance of review questions focused on pivotal scenes in
Antigone?

Certain scenes are crucial for understanding the play?s message and dramatic tension:
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- Antigone?s Defiance of Creon: Her decision to bury Polynices.

- Creon?s Decree and Antigone?s Arrest: The turning point in the conflict.

- Tiresias? Prophecy: The divine warning that foreshadows tragedy.

- Antigone?s Suicide and Its Aftermath: The culmination of the play?s moral conflicts.

Review questions often ask students to analyze these scenes by:

- Explaining their significance in advancing the plot.

- Discussing how they reveal character traits.

- Interpreting the underlying moral or philosophical messages.
Pros:

- Enhances scene comprehension and memorization.

- Connects dramatic action to thematic development.

- Promotes appreciation for dramatic structure.
Cons:

- Can become overly focused on plot rather than thematic interpretation.

- Possible difficulty in understanding allegorical or symbolic layers.
Features:

- Scene-specific questions with references to lines or actions.
- Prompts to analyze the emotional and moral stakes involved.

Exploring Literary Devices and Language
How do review questions encourage analysis of literary elements in Antigone?
Sophocles employs various literary devices:

- Chorus: Provides commentary and reflects societal values.

- Dramatic Irony: The audience?s awareness of Creon?s tragic flaw.
- Repetition and Parallelism: Emphasize key themes and character traits.
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- Symbolism: The burial of Polynices as a symbol of divine law.
Review questions often target these devices by asking:

- How does the Chorus influence the audience?s perception?

- In what ways does dramatic irony heighten the tragedy?

- What symbols are present in the play and what do they represent?
Pros:

- Develops literary analysis skills.

- Deepens understanding of the playwright?s cratft.

- Enhances appreciation for poetic and rhetorical techniques.

Cons:

- Might be challenging for students unfamiliar with literary terminology.

- Possible overanalysis of minor literary devices at the expense of broader themes.

Features:

- Textual analysis prompts.
- Questions linking literary devices to overall message.

Ethical and Philosophical Questions in Antigone

Vol. 2026, Issue 12

How do review questions explore the moral dilemmas presented in Antigone?

Antigone raises profound ethical questions:

- Is it justifiable to break the law for moral or divine reasons?
- Should loyalty to family override civic duty?
- Can pride and stubbornness be considered virtues or flaws?

Common review questions include:
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- Is Antigone?s act of defiance morally justified?
- What are the ethical implications of Creon?s rigid rule?
- How does the play challenge the idea of absolute authority?

Pros:

- Promotes critical thinking about morality.
- Connects ancient themes to modern ethical debates.
- Encourages personal reflection on justice and duty.

Cons:

- May lead to subjective interpretations without clear guidance.
- Can be complex for students unfamiliar with philosophical terminology.

Features:

- Debates and discussion prompts.
- Comparative questions with contemporary issues.

Conclusion: Maximizing the Effectiveness of Review Questions

Effective review questions for Antigone are instrumental in fostering a nuanced understanding of the
play?s complex themes, characters, and literary devices. When well-crafted, these questions
challenge students to think critically, analyze textual evidence, and connect the ancient tragedy to
broader ethical and philosophical ideas. They serve not only as assessment tools but also as
catalysts for meaningful engagement with the text. To maximize their benefit, educators should
balance factual, interpretive, and analytical questions, encouraging students to explore multiple
perspectives and develop a comprehensive understanding of this timeless work.

Summary of features of good review questions:

- Clear and focused on specific elements.

- Open-ended to promote discussion and critical thinking.

- Supportive of textual evidence and analysis.

- Incorporate thematic, character, and literary device exploration.
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In summary, Part Two review questions for Antigone are invaluable for deepening comprehension
and appreciation of Sophocles? masterpiece. By systematically addressing themes, characters,
scenes, literary devices, and ethical dilemmas, students gain a richer, more insightful understanding
of the tragedy?an understanding that extends beyond the text into broader human questions about
law, morality, and pride. Engaging thoughtfully with these questions prepares students not only for
exams but also for meaningful discussions about literature and life.

QuestionAnswer What is the significance of Ismene's character in Part Two of Antigone? Ismene
represents the cautious, obedient side of the family, contrasting Antigone's defiant stance. Her
reluctance to defy Creon highlights themes of obedience versus moral duty and highlights the
familial conflict. How does Creon?s attitude toward authority develop in Part Two? In Part Two,
Creon becomes more rigid and resolute in enforcing his edict, emphasizing his belief in the
importance of order and law over personal relationships, which ultimately leads to tragic
consequences. What role does the Chorus play in Part Two of Antigone? The Chorus offers
commentary on the events, reflects public opinion, and provides moral and philosophical insights,
helping to deepen the audience's understanding of the themes and characters? motivations. How
does Antigone justify her decision to bury Polyneices in Part Two? Antigone justifies her actions by
asserting that divine law and familial loyalty override Creon?s edict, emphasizing her moral
conviction to honor her brother and uphold religious duties. What are the main conflicts introduced
or intensified in Part Two? The main conflicts include Antigone?s moral rebellion against Creon?s
laws, the clash between individual conscience and state law, and the growing tension within the
royal family. How does the theme of fate versus free will emerge in Part Two? Part Two explores
how characters? choices, like Antigone?s decision to defy Creon, are influenced by their sense of
moral duty, raising questions about whether their actions are driven by free will or destined by fate.
What is the significance of Haemon's confrontation with Creon in Part Two? Haemon?s
confrontation highlights the conflict between personal loyalty and obedience to authority, as well as
the tragic consequences of stubbornness and inflexibility in leadership.

Related keywords: Antigone, Greek tragedy, Sophocles, Creon, tragic hero, moral dilemma,
justice, family loyalty, antigone summary, review questions
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Introduction

In the realm of classical Greek tragedies, Sophocles? Antigone stands as one of the most profound
and enduring works. Over the decades, its themes of morality, loyalty, and defiance have resonated
with audiences worldwide. Among the many scholars and translators who have brought Antigone to
contemporary readers, Robert Fagles?s translation and interpretation hold a special place. His
masterful rendering has made this ancient text accessible while preserving its profound emotional
impact and philosophical depth. This article explores Robert Fagles?s Antigone, examining his
translation approach, thematic insights, and its significance in modern literary and theatrical
contexts.

Who Was Robert Fagles?

Before delving into his work on Antigone, it?s important to understand Robert Fagles?s legacy. An
acclaimed poet, scholar, and translator, Fagles was renowned for his exceptional translations of
Greek classics, including Homer?s lliad and Odyssey, as well as Sophocles? plays. His translation
style emphasizes clarity, poetic beauty, and fidelity to the original text, making ancient works
resonate with modern audiences.

Key Aspects of Fagles?s Translation Philosophy:

- Faithfulness to the original Greek text

- Use of poetic language that captures the rhythm and tone
- Accessibility for contemporary readers

- Balancing literal translation with lyrical expression

The Significance of Fagles?s Antigone

Fagles?s translation of Antigone, published in 1984 as part of his complete Greek tragedies series,
is celebrated for its poetic grace and clarity. Unlike earlier translations that sometimes sacrificed
readability for literalness, Fagles?s version strikes a compelling balance, bringing the emotional
intensity of Sophocles?s original to life.

Why Fagles?s Antigone Is Influential:

- It introduces a new generation to Greek tragedy with accessible language

- It emphasizes the universal themes of justice, family loyalty, and civil disobedience
- It provides a nuanced portrayal of characters, especially Antigone and Creon

- It serves as a foundational text for both literary study and theatrical production
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Translation Style and Approach
Fagles?s translation of Antigone is distinguished by its poetic diction and attention to the play?s
rhythm and tone. He aimed to preserve the grandeur and immediacy of Sophocles?s language while
making it understandable for modern readers.
Key Features of Fagles?s Translation:

- Use of contemporary idiom combined with poetic diction

- Maintaining the original?s formal tone and elevated style

- Emphasis on the play?s dramatic dialogues and monologues

- Incorporation of vivid imagery and metaphors
Examples of Fagles?s Translation Choices:

- Rephrasing complex Greek constructs into clear, powerful lines

- Using rhythmic patterns that mirror the original?s meter
- Highlighting the emotional stakes through careful word selection

Thematic Insights in Fagles?s Antigone

Fagles?s translation accentuates several core themes that make Antigone relevant across ages:

1. Justice and Moral Law

Antigone?s defiance of Creon?s edict reflects a conflict between human law and divine law. Fagles
captures this tension through language that emphasizes Antigone?s moral conviction and the play?s
philosophical underpinnings.

2. Loyalty and Family Duty

The play explores the importance of familial bonds. Fagles?s rendering highlights Antigone?s loyalty
to her brother Polynices and her unwavering sense of obligation.

3. Civil Disobedience and Authority

Creon?s insistence on state law versus Antigone?s moral stand raises questions about authority
and individual conscience?an issue Fagles?s translation makes vivid and compelling.
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4. Fate and Free Will

The play emphasizes human agency within the constraints of fate. Fagles?s poetic language
underscores the tragic inevitability that pervades the story.

Character Analysis in Fagles?s Translation
Fagles?s Antigone offers nuanced portrayals of its central characters, capturing their complexities.
Antigone

- Portrayed as courageous, principled, and unwavering

- Her lines evoke both defiance and compassion

- Fagles?s diction emphasizes her moral clarity and emotional depth

Creon

- Presented as authoritative yet susceptible to stubbornness
- His dialogues reveal internal conflict and pride
- Fagles?s translation conveys his tragic flaw and human vulnerability

Ismene
- Embodying caution and obedience

- Her interactions with Antigone highlight contrasting values
- Fagles?s language captures her hesitations and societal pressures

The Impact of Fagles?s Antigone on Modern Readers and
Performances

Fagles?s translation has significantly influenced how modern audiences and theater companies
approach Antigone. Its clarity allows for powerful stage productions and classroom discussions

alike.

In Literature and Education:

- Provides an accessible text for students new to Greek tragedy
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- Serves as a basis for literary analysis and comparative studies

In Theater:

- Facilitates contemporary adaptations that resonate with current themes
- Enables directors to focus on character development and emotional intensity

Cultural Relevance:

Fagles?s Antigone invites reflection on issues such as civil disobedience, moral integrity, and the
consequences of pride?topics highly pertinent in today?s social and political climates.

Conclusion

Robert Fagles?s Antigone remains a landmark translation that bridges the ancient and modern
worlds. Through his poetic mastery and scholarly insight, Fagles has reimagined Sophocles?s
tragedy in a way that continues to inspire readers, students, and theater practitioners. His work
underscores the timeless nature of Antigone?s themes and demonstrates the enduring power of
well-crafted translation to illuminate the depths of human experience.

Whether you are approaching the play for the first time or revisiting it after many years, Fagles?s
Antigone offers a compelling and accessible window into one of Greece?s greatest tragedies,
ensuring its relevance for generations to come.

Robert Fagles Antigone: A Critical Analysis of a Translational Classic

The enduring power of Sophocles? Antigone is significantly amplified through the masterful
translation and interpretation by Robert Fagles, whose work has set a benchmark in bringing ancient
Greek tragedy to modern audiences. Fagles? translation is not merely a linguistic conversion but a
nuanced, scholarly, and poetic rendering that captures the moral complexity and emotional depth of
the original text. This article delves into Robert Fagles? Antigone, exploring his translation
philosophy, the thematic richness of his version, and the impact it has had on contemporary
understanding of the Greek tragedy.

Introduction to Robert Fagles and His Contribution to Classical
Literature

Who Was Robert Fagles?

Robert Fagles (1933?2008) was an acclaimed American poet, scholar, and translator renowned for
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his translations of classical Greek works, including Homer?s lliad and Odyssey, as well as
Sophocles? Antigone. His scholarly background combined with poetic sensitivity allowed him to craft
translations that resonate both academically and emotionally. Fagles?s translations are celebrated
for their clarity, poetic rhythm, and fidelity to the spirit of the originals, making ancient texts
accessible to a broad readership.

The Significance of Fagles? Translations

Fagles? approach to translation sought to balance fidelity to the original language with poetic
beauty. His work often emphasizes the lyrical qualities of Greek tragedy, capturing its rhythm, tone,
and moral urgency. In Antigone, this approach has resulted in a version that emphasizes the moral
dilemmas, political tensions, and emotional conflicts inherent in the play, thereby enabling modern
audiences to engage with its timeless themes.

Overview of Sophocles? Antigone
The Plot and Themes

Antigone is one of Sophocles? most profound tragedies, focusing on themes of civil disobedience,
familial loyalty, divine law versus human law, and individual morality. The play centers around
Antigone?s defiance of King Creon?s edict forbidding the burial of her brother Polynices, whom
Creon considers a traitor. Her unwavering commitment to divine law and familial duty pits her
against the state and leads to tragic consequences.

The Moral and Political Tensions
At its core, Antigone presents a conflict between personal conscience and political authority. The
play questions the legitimacy of state power, the morality of obedience, and the rights of individuals

to act according to higher moral principles. These tensions have made Antigone a timeless reflection
on justice, morality, and resistance.

Robert Fagles? Translation of Antigone: Approach and Style
Philosophy and Methodology
Fagles approached Antigone with a desire to preserve the play?s poetic rhythm while making its

complex moral questions accessible. His translation is characterized by:

- Poetic Fidelity: Maintaining the lyrical and rhythmic qualities of the original Greek.
- Clarity of Language: Using contemporary, straightforward English to communicate the play?s
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themes without diluting their gravity.
- Moral Intensity: Emphasizing the emotional and moral stakes of each character?s choices.

Fagles believed that translating Greek tragedy required capturing its poetic voice and moral
urgency, which he achieved through careful balancing of literal translation and poetic license.

Language and Tone

Fagles? language in Antigone is both elevated and accessible. His choice of diction often echoes
the formal, solemn tone of the original, while also allowing modern readers to connect with the
characters? internal struggles. His rendering of key speeches, such as Antigone?s defiance and
Creon?s authority, exemplifies this balance.

Notable Passages and Their Fagles Translations

- Antigone?s Declaration: Fagles captures her unwavering resolve with lines that emphasize her
moral clarity and courage.

- Creon?s Authority: His speeches reflect the political pragmatism and stubbornness that define
his character.

- Chorus: Fagles? chorus lines maintain their poetic rhythm, serving as moral commentators that
deepen the play?s philosophical questions.

Thematic Analysis of Fagles? Antigone

Divine Law versus Human Law

Fagles? translation underscores the tension between divine commandments and state laws.
Antigone?s assertion of divine law ? ?It was not Zeus who made that edict,? ? is rendered with
poetic reverence, emphasizing her moral independence. The play explores whether human laws can
or should override divine mandates, a question that remains relevant today.

Fate and Free Will

Fagles emphasizes the tragic inevitability that pervades Antigone. His language conveys the sense
of characters caught in a web of destiny, highlighting the tension between their choices and the
inescapable fate prescribed by the gods.

Individual Morality and Civil Disobedience

Fagles? rendering of Antigone?s defiance portrays her as a moral hero standing against tyranny.
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Her speeches are infused with a sense of moral clarity and courage, inspiring readers to reflect on
the importance of individual conscience.

Tragedy and Hubris
The play?s tragic dimension is accentuated through Fagles? poetic choices, illustrating how hubris

leads to downfall. Creon?s stubbornness and pride are depicted as tragic flaws that precipitate the
catastrophe.

Critical Reception of Fagles? Antigone

Academic and Literary Impact

Fagles? translation of Antigone has been widely praised for its poetic vitality and fidelity to the
original?s moral complexity. Scholars have lauded his ability to make ancient Greek themes
resonate with contemporary audiences.

Comparison with Other Translations

Compared to earlier translations, such as E.H. Plumptre or Richard Lattimore, Fagles? version is
often considered more accessible and emotionally engaging. His poetic style lends a vivid
immediacy to the characters? conflicts, making the play?s themes more palpable.

Influence on Modern Interpretations and Productions

Fagles? Antigone has influenced countless theatrical productions, academic discussions, and

literary analyses. His translation has become a standard reference point for understanding the
play?s moral and political dilemmas in the modern era.

Legacy and Continuing Relevance

Educational and Cultural Significance

Fagles? translation continues to serve as a cornerstone in academic settings, helping students and
scholars explore Greek tragedy?s enduring themes. Its clarity and poetic power make it ideal for
both classroom study and theatrical adaptation.

Relevance to Contemporary Issues

The moral questions posed by Antigone ? about civil disobedience, justice, and individual morality ?
are ever-relevant. Fagles? rendering invites ongoing reflection on these issues within modern
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political and social contexts.
Fagles?s Contribution to the Preservation of Greek Tragedy

Through his translation, Fagles not only preserved the essence of Antigone but also elevated the
play?s stature in modern literature. His work exemplifies how translation can serve as a bridge
across millennia, allowing ancient voices to inform contemporary discourse.

Conclusion: The Enduring Power of Fagles? Antigone

Robert Fagles? Antigone stands as a testament to the translator?s art?an intricate balance of poetic
craftsmanship, scholarly fidelity, and moral insight. His translation has enriched the understanding of
Sophocles? tragedy, making its profound moral and political questions accessible to audiences
worldwide. By capturing the lyrical beauty and moral urgency of the original, Fagles has ensured
that Antigone remains not just a piece of ancient literature, but a living dialogue on justice, loyalty,
and human dignity that continues to resonate today. His work exemplifies how translation can
breathe new life into classical texts, ensuring their relevance and vitality for generations to come.

QuestionAnswer What is Robert Fagles's interpretation of Antigone's character in his translation?
Robert Fagles portrays Antigone as a courageous and principled figure who defies authority out of
moral conviction, emphasizing her unwavering commitment to family and justice. How does Robert
Fagles's translation of Antigone influence modern understanding of the play? Fagles's vivid and
accessible translation brings out the emotional intensity and timeless themes of Antigone, helping
contemporary readers connect with its messages about law, morality, and individual agency. What
are some notable features of Robert Fagles's translation style in Antigone? Fagles's translation is
characterized by its lyrical clarity, poetic rhythm, and fidelity to the original Greek text, which
captures the grandeur and tragedy of Sophocles?s work. How does Robert Fagles interpret the
conflict between Antigone and Creon? Fagles emphasizes the moral and ideological clash between
Antigone?s personal duty and Creon?s political authority, highlighting the play?s exploration of
individual conscience versus state law. In what ways has Robert Fagles's translation of Antigone
impacted classical studies and adaptations? Fagles's translation has become a standard reference
in academic settings and has inspired numerous theatrical productions and adaptations that seek to
preserve the play?s lyrical power and thematic depth. What is Robert Fagles's overall contribution to
the translation of Greek tragedies like Antigone? Fagles is celebrated for making Greek tragedies
accessible and engaging for modern audiences through his poetic and faithful translations, thus
ensuring their enduring relevance and appreciation.

Related keywords: Robert Fagles, Antigone translation, Sophocles, Greek tragedy, classical
literature, Greek drama, tragic hero, Greek plays, Greek mythology, Fagles translations
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